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654 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

THE TUBANTIA, THE GELRIA, AND THE HOLLANDIA 

British Prize Court 

Decided May 22, 1916 

(The Times Law Reports, Vol. 32, p. 529) 

Contraband goods sent by post are not protected by Article I of the 11th Hague 
Convention and when seized as prize are liable to condemnation. 

In these cases the Procurator-General asked for the condemnation 
of a large quantity of rubber which was found upon the removal and 
examination of the mails carried by the three Dutch steamers, as follows: 
Tubantia, 173-J^lbs. of rubber in about 173 parcels, and seven parcels 
of wool (sample size); Gelria, 1,390 parcels of rubber; and Hollandia, 
1,265 parcels of rubber. 

Intercepted correspondence between consignors in Brazil and con- 
signees in Germany referred to an extensive traffic of this kind. One 
letter from a consignor stated: "Including today's shipment, you have 
received from me already india-rubber to the selling value of 13,000 
marks." Another letter from a Hamburg firm to correspondents in 
Manaos contained the following: 

We have been receiving regularly for some time from Para shipments by parcels 
of raw rubber, and we would like to draw your attention to this business. These 
shipments are effected in parcels, as samples without value, by each mail about 
200 parcels, each containing about 320 grammes net of raw rubber. The trouble of 
packing and the high postage expenses are amply compensated for by the good price 
which can now be obtained here for the goods. Up to the present nothing has been 
lost. Over there, the price for the article will not be very high, so that if we reckon 
with the present price here of about 25 marks per kilo [about 10s. per lb.] good profits 
are possible. The postal authorities, who make a good profit out of the postage, will 
probably have nothing to say against the dispatch of so many parcels. (And should 
such be the case, you may easily obtain the permission in Rio de Janeiro which, in a 
similar case, had already been given once before.) 

The shipment would best be effected via Pemambuco, as from there Dutch ships 
do not call at any English port * * * You ought to take this business into 
consideration, as, in this manner, you might make your remittances here in goods on 
which you could further make very good profits. 
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Held, That the rubber was not exempt as postal correspondence under 
Article 1 of the 11th Hague Convention, that to attempt to send these 
parcels as genuine postal correspondence under the convention, was dis- 
honest and that the property was subject to condemnation as contra- 
band. 



